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TO THE 
RIGHT HONOURABLE 


he —— 


MY LOR D, 

IL ; 

HEN a Man reſolves to turn Author, 
he immediately looks out for ſome Great 
Man, under whoſe Protection, he hopes 
his Works may come into the World 
better recommended; and though private Intereſt 


has generally a great Influence in the Choice of Pa- 
trons, I was reſold upon this Occaſion, without 


any other Regard, to fix upon a Perſon, whom all 


the World ſhou'd agree to have the beſt Right and. 
Title to this Dedication : And here it was impoſſible 


a 2 of 


o be long at aloſs, Were I to celebrate the Actions 


ns ents, . nm r . Ms oem. 
1 1 D . „ Y 
he edication. 


/ Blenheim, Ramilies, 22d Oudenard, to whow 
cou d | think of inſcribing ſuch an Undertaking, but 
to the Great General, who was known to command 
on. thoſe Glorious Days, and without naming his 
Name, every body wau'd agree to whom alone the 
Honour was due; Ii com memoiuting the three laſt 
heli ampai 75 - 1 which though not 
exitledl bi Ad Ding ſing bt aldi" P46 et 
ome Condutt and 2 "at whoſe Feet 22 
I think of laying this Treatiſe, but at your Lord- 
hip's ? and to mention jour Name, mou d be to ſup- 
poſe that the Fame and Reputation which you have 
acquir'd by rotrisaing the Mit, of * the French 
King, was not as well known to all the World, as 
the miſtaken Glory of the Dake of Marlborough 

in diſtreſſing him. Tour Troops, it muſt be con- i 
feſſed, were good, ready at the Word of Command 
70 go upon any Attack, reſolute and deiermin'd to go 
through upon all Aaventures; but yet as the Glory 
of conducting them is entirely due to your Loraſbip, 
I beg leave to lay before you this 2 Lian 
which I have auderiaken, not out of any Affection 
10 Serzbling, mneuch leſs with Hopes of any Keward 
from your Lordjbip, I will therefore neither prefix. 

Jour Name, nor ſubſcribe my own, trufting that the s 
World will eaſily know the one, and hardly gueſs at 
- The other, LEE *. 4H 

Ia writing this ſhort Hiſtary, I have engdeqvour'd 
to ſtate all the Facts fairly, and in their true Light, 
that the whole World may be Judge of the Benefits 
they recermied. from the preſent Parliament, and that 
all England may fee what they have dent for tlie 
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Quiet of theſe Nations, and the univerſal 4 - 
and that the Frecholders may, at the next Election, 
if they think fit,, make choice of ſuch Men, 48 are 
reſolv'd to act upon the fame Principles, with 
the ſame Prudence and Vigour, and nnd: r the: 

ame, I mean your Lordſhip s, anſpicious Inflaence. 

Mo doubt, my Lord, the Expence of Management | 
has been great, but had one ſhort Rale been obſerv'd, | 
and had the Members receiv'd no more than they | 
truly deſerv'd from their Country, I am of Opinion, | 
the Commons might have been paid, as they are ſaid | 
to have paid the Nations Debts, without one Far- 
thing Charge to the People. AN 
Far be it from me to detract from the Honour || 

of that Noble Aſſembly ; but if it were no Offence | 
ö to your Loraſhip's great Modeſty, I mou d take upon 
me to ſay, they could never have perform'd ſo ma- 
ny remarkable Services, had they not firmly ad- 
her'd to your Loraſhip, and their Monoſy llables. 
To theſe therefore, and your Lordſhip, the Ho- 
nour is due of all that the following Sheets contain. | 
Þ To your Lordſbip's great Truth and Sincerity is | 
| owing the preſent indefeaſible Security of the Pro- ®* 
reſtant Succeſſion in the Houſe of HAN OVER, 
p and the perfect Friendſhip between Her Majeſty and 
phat Illuſcrious Houſe. To your Loraſhip's Tra 
for the Eftabliſh'd Religion, and Averſion to Fana- 
ticiſin, is owing the Safety of our Church. To the 
Love of your Conntry, and your deep Skill in Fo- of | 
reign Affairs, is owing the Glory of the Peace, an! 
the Ballance of Power in Europe. Jo your great , 
Wiſdom, we owe the Extenſion of cur Trade, and to 

Jour ot 


* 
1 


| ; to your Elogquence, rel and Twelve Peers, 


whatever was done in the Other. 

5 Thus, my Lord, the Merit of all that has of late 

Gies tranſacted, may be juſtly attributed to your 
Lordſhip. There are ſome, ver) few I hape, who 
may deny your Lordſhip theſe Attributes, and fewer 
get, who will be unwilling they ſhou'd meet with their 
juſt Reward. . 


Iam, &c. 
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PARLIAMENT. 


T has been uſual, at the End of former Parliaments, 

: to give the World ſome Account or Hiſtory of their 
Proceedings; and as this Parliament may be truly 

faid to have diſtinguiſh'd themſelves from all that ever 

| went before them; I think it but a piece of Juſtice 
due to them, to thoſe that choſe them, and to thoſe who 
are ſoon to — to a new Election, to give a ſhort Sketch 
of their moſt extraordinary Tranſactions; which, I doubt 


not, will preſerve the Memory of this Parliament to Poſte - 


rity. | 2 
Former Parliaments have reckon'd it their chief Honour 
and Glory, to have faithfully diſcharg'd the Part of Patriots, 
and with all due regard to the Prerogative, thought it the 
principal Duty of the Repreſentative of the People, to 
wat ch over, and ſecure the Rights, Privileges, Libe 


this kind has been ſeen in this Parliament, I need not ſay: 
They have prided themſelves in the Titles of Dutiful and 
Loyal, a Character that no future Parliament will ever want, 
that will be ready always to comply with, and ſapport the 

Projects of an enterprizing Miniſtry : But let the, Electors 
conſider, whether ſuch Qualifications are fitter for a Mem- 


ber of Parliament of Great Britain, or the Parliament of / 
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Liberties, 
and Properties of the Subject; what Care or Concern of 
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1 At the time this Parliament Was choſen aff - 
Leere under the greateſt Apptehenſions of the dreadigt 

ſequences that muſt attend ſuch a ſudden Change of N 


I de former Meaſares moſt viſibly tended to nothing, bur 
.. confirming a noble Alliance, form'd to reduce the exorbi- © 

tant Power of France, to reſcue Spain and the Indies from 

the Houſe of Bourbon, and thereby to ſettle a true Ballance 


of Power in E 4% are the Profeſtant FE d 
in paryeular the Prot ant Succeſſi n tothe Crown of at 
Britai 741 77 na | 

Theſe great Ends were the chief View of thoſe, that ſerv'd 
the QUEEN, for the Eight firſt Vears of her Reign; and 
with what Succeſs they ſerv'd her, their worſt Enemies do 


t | r K 7 [ „ | * 
=; t when a new Scheme, was concerted,” the 1 
Meieafures were immediately to be enter'd upon ; the W 

muſt be ended, the Grand Alliance difſolv'd, and to per- 
| fect all, Peace and a ſtrict Friendſhip with France muſt be 


„ 1 9 


r 51% 6 1 
Bnut as theſe Doctrines, when they were entirely new, 
were at firſt ſurprizing and ſhocking to all the Nation, to 
1 ſurmiſe ſuch Events, was call'd Malice and Faction; if any 
| fuch thing cou d be deſign'd; the Parliament, to be ſure, 
 wou'd never come into it, and this was to be our great Se- 
curity; but how far the Fears and Apprehenſions of all honeſt 
Men have been juſtified by the Event, is now no longer a 
Queſtion ; and as without the Concurrence of a Parliament, 
it was impoſſible to have plung d the Nation into ſuch inex- 
tricable Difficulties; 1 will give 'yo0 -a ſhort View, wha. 
a ſhare the Parliament has had in this wonderful Undetta- 
king, and how far they haye contributed to the Ruin of their 
Country, 1 5 Eon 910356 bk 159) 036% 

I have too much Charity to believe, that all, who have 
been conſenting to theſe pernicious Meaſures, equally de- 
ſign'd the Miſchiefs that have come upon us; thoſe, Who 
have had the Management of this great Machine, and ſeem 
indeed to underſtand nothing, but the managing of Parties, 
and making a proper Uſe of the Weaknels and Corruption 
of Mankind, knew this deſperate Game was not to be 
plwKuay'd, but by the utmoſt Diſhmulation, and by deceiving, 
and impoſing upon great Numbers of well-meaning Men: 
| Specious Pretences have never been wanting to gild the 8 


r 
de — — — vi - - 


— 


9, 
33 
. a : 
3 i; * ö . ; 
+ * 4% : » 
4 7 g 
J La 4 8 
£7 5 " : 


As there was nothing, which, Queen, Lords and Cum- 
mons in all former Parliaments, and the whole Nation had 
_ expreſs'd a greater Zeal and Concern for, than ſecuring 
Spain and the Weſt Indies to the Howe of Auſtria, it had 
been too groſs, at the firſt opening of this Parliament, to 
have diſcover'd the Deſign of giving them entirely into the 
Hands of France; the Commons therefore are taught to de- 
clare, for * a vigorous Proſecution of the War in all its Parts, 
and eſpecially in Spain, for it was not yet time to take off 
the Mask, and confeſs that the War was to be ended, let the 
Conſequence be what it would. 

Soon after an Account comes of an Action in Spain, much 
to the Diſadvantage of King Charles, which Her Majeſty 
communicates to the Parliament. The Commons, itill 
zealous for the War in Spain, think it neceſſary for Her Ma- 
jeſty to give Directions f for ſending and procuring more Trocps 
to repair this Loſs, and not diſcourag'd by  Misfortunes, pro- 
miſe to uſe their utmoſt Endeavours, to enable Her Majeſty to 
carry on the juſt and neceſſary War, in which She was en- 
gag'd; and to ſupport her in ſuch Meaſures, as on this Occaſi- 
on ſhou'd be thought proper to retrieve the Loſs in Spain, So 
the War at that time it ſeems was juſt and neceſſary, and 
' Spain at any rate was then thought worth the ſaving : And 
yet, methinks, if we had been very much in earneſt, even 
at that time, we ſhould have heard of Forces ſent from hence, 
or Foreigners hir'd to repair this Loſs; but as the Parlia- 
ment had never any Curioſity to enquire how far this Ad- 
dreſs had been comply'd with, I am afraid, King Charles 
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from that hour, never found any Effect of this 
for his Service. | TY 
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However, publick Declarations in his Favour are ſtill J 


thought neceſſary. Upon the Death of the Emperor, to pre- 
vent the ill Conſequence thereof, * the Intereſts of the Houſe 
of Auſtria are tobe ſupported, and the utmoſt Endeavours are to 


bersi'd, to promote the Election of the King of Spain to the 


Empire, Theſe Endeavours are us'd, and prove ſucceſsful ; 
but who would have thought at that time, that the Empire 
was to be purchas'd by King Charles, at ſo dear a rate, as 
the Lols of the Crown of Spain; but ſo it has happen'd, and 
the only Argument that has been us'd, for giving Spain to 
King Philip, has been to preſerve the Ballance of Power in 
Ewrepe, which would otherwiſe be in danger from the Con- 
junction of the Empire and Spain; but I dare anſwer for the 
Parliament, whatever others might deſign, they did not in 
the leaſt foreſee this unhappy Conſequence : Thus we fee 
thro' the whole Courſe of this firft Seſſion, this Parliament 
was zealouſſy devoted to the Intereſt of King Charles as 
King of Spain. | | 
Bscefore the next Seſſion, a Project of Peace had been ſet on 
foot, and the World began to ſuſpect, that Spain was now to 
be given up to the Honſe of Bourbon, I muſt do the Parlia- 
ment that juſtice to conſeſs, that this, at firſt, gave Offence 
ty a great many; they knew not very well, how to reliſh 
ſuch 2 direct Contradiction to all they had been faying, and 
doing for ſo many Years paſt ; and with theſe Sentiments, 
tis very Well known, that moſi Gentlemen came out of the 


Country, to attend the Second Se ſſion of Parliament; but 


a few Proropations, ſome Town Converſation, and a little 
ſecret Conviction, brought this Matter to a Compoſition ; 
and in caſe nothing was ſaid expreſſy of Spain, a General 
Ac dress, Þ full of entire Confidence, and Satisfaction in the Fuft 
and Jlondurable Peace in view, Which no body then knew 
one Word of, was agreed to. 


This Matter then was to be managed a little more tender- 


ly, ard the Commons were to be taught a new Iefſon ; in 
order to ti is a Pamphlet called the Condutt of the Allies, &c. 
was pu-liſh d, and a great deal of Induſtry uſed, to make 
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ſentations, was no ſooner diſpers'd and canvalsd in the 
World, but it produc'd the defir'd Effect, affording Argu- 


and prejudice the Minds of weak and deluded People; and 
firing others, who bad no Leiſure or Opportunity to be bet- 
ter inform'd, with Reſentment and indignation againſt ali 
the Ales, who, they had been made to believe, had dealt 
ſo unfaithfully with vs, and accordingly Addreſſes are made 
in Parliament, * for Accounts of the Quota's and Proportions of 
Her Majefty and Her Allies during the War, and how the ſame 
have been obſerved,for all Treaties for raiſing and augmenting Pro- 
portions f, and whatever elſe was thought neceſſary for carry- 
ing on the Grand Deſign. Theſe Addreſſes produce States 
of the War, prepar d by thoſe, who had procur'd em 
to be call'd for, and who would not, in all Probability, de- 
liver any but ſuch as ſerv'd their own Purpoſe. Upon the 
Day appointed to conſider of the State of the War, Eleven 
Queſtions are brought into the Houle ready pen'd, and all 
number'd, and put into the Hands of proper Perions, who 
mov'd tkem in a very decent Order ; and witnout any mote 
Ceremony, the Parliament, in an RHour's time, judg'd and 
cenſur'd the late Emperor, the preſent Emperor, the Ning of 
Portugal, and the States-General ;, with all whom it had been 
ſo lately declar'd, that a ſtrict Friendſhip and good Cor- 
reſpondence was above all things, to be cultivated, to ren- 
der the Peace ſecure and laſting. 8 

This was a handſome Step for one Day, and a good Pre- 
parative for what was to follow ; but as the giving up Hain 
was the great ſtumbling Block that was to be remov'd, lome- 
thing more was neceffary to be done; another is appointed 

for conlidering the State of the War, and there ſeveral Re- 

| ſolutions are made, u ſher'd in, in the {ame manner, ſtating 
the Expence of the War in Spain, which is there repreſented 

to be moſt extravagant, and to have coſt an immenſe Sum, 
and ſuch as the Nation cou'd not any longer poſſibly endure, 

By this Means the Way is pav'd for giving up S., and 
what had been long before agreed to, but concca d. was 
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ELL Political Creed of the Party, which all the Orthodox, oo 
EEE; of France embrac'd very readily ;, and in this was to 
te whole Scheme of the Proceeding of that Sel- 
dea this Maſter-piece, fill'd with Falſities, and Mil-repre-. 


" * * 
en) 
now brought to Maturity, and began publickly to be avow'd 
and ſuppor ted. | 8 | 
In a ſhort time afterwards the Terms of * a General Peace 
are communicated, wherein the giving up Spain and the Ju. 
dies, appears to be almoſt the only thing that was fully a- 
greed to, and concluded; but the Loyal Commons, full of 
Indignation againſt the Allies, and aggrieved with the great 
Burthen of the Saniſb War, with f Hearts full of Gratitude 
for what had already been obtain d, which ſeem'd to be no: 
thing but a French Rennnciation, want Words to expreſs the 
Satisfaction, with which they received the good News of a Pro- 
5 for giving Spain to King Philip, Which was to execute 
it ſelf. Cos Bog pt 
| have neither Room, nor Time here to enter into a Juſti- 
fication of the Allies, and to ſhew the Falſities and Miſ-re- 
preſentations of the State of the War in all its Parts; the 
States General, ſenſible of the Injuſtice that was done them, 
repreſented their Caſe in a Memorial to the Queen, which 
fully prov'd they were wrongfully charg'd, by the Votes 
and Reſolutions of the Houſe of Commons. This indeed was 
not to be endur d; that any Body ſhould dare to undeceive 
the World; the Memorial therefore is firſt called a || pre- 
zended Memorial, and then voted a Falſe, Scandalous and 
Aalicious Libel and Mr. Buckley, Author of the Daily 
Courant, who printed it, taken into Cuſtody of the Serjeant at 
Arms; ſuch conſummate Juſtice all have met with, who 
dar*d to ſpeak unſeaſonable Truths, either within Doors, or 
without. The States General, | preſume, eſcap'd an ex- 
preſs Cenſure, becauſe Her Majeſiy had this Seſſion declar'd 
* their Iutereſt Inſeparable from Her own, and the Parliament 
bad concurr'd with her in it. | 
The next thing I ſhall remark of this Parliament, is, the 


Methods they took to recommend themſelves to the Peo- © 


ple; this they labour'd, by endeavouring to detect great 
Frauds, and Abuſes, and Miſapplications of Publick Money 
during the late Adminiſtration; their Diſcoveries are 
all ſumm'd up, in a general Repreſentation to the Queen ; 
of which I will venture to affert, that all the Particulars 
conſiſt, either of Faifities, or Miſtakes, or Miſ-repreſentati- 
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* June 6, 1711. f Commons Addreſs, June 6, 1711, 
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(13) 
ons; and that wherever the Fact is true, the ſame things 
have been done again by the preſent Miniitry, and either 
juſtified or not animadverted upon by this Parliament. 

Fhe great Inſtance is, that 35,090,000 /. were not ac 
counted for; but this Charge has been ſo fully confutedq, 
and it has been ſo evidently prov'd, that of the J. 35 Milli- 
ons, Accounts had been duly render'd for all but 4 Milli- 
ons, Which is much ſhort of one Years Supply, to which 

the leaſt Anſwer has never been given, that 'tis needleſs to 
enlarge upon that. | | fn 811.81 

But here may be ſeen a true Specimen of the Candor, 
and Juſtice of this Houſe of Commons. The two Uſes that 
were to be made of this Vote, were to raiſe a Clamor in 
the Country, and to come at a Cenſure of the late Lord 
| Treaſurer, whom they voted * guilty of a notorious Breach of 

Truft, and high Injuſtice to the Nation, for not compelling the 
reſpective Accountants to paſs their Accounts, If he was 
guilty, it muſt be by ſending Orders or Warrants, 
to the Deputy Remembrancer to ſtay Proceſs. This the 
Houſe of 83 was ſenſible of, and therefore in 

Order to have the whole Matter before them, 'on 
Thurſday the 25th of April, 1711, they order'd the 
Deputy-Remembrancer to lay before the Houſe what Orders 
he had receiv'd for ſtay ing or iſſuing Proceſs againſt Acroun- 
tants. On Tueſday following, the 15k of May, the Deputy- 
Remembrancer preſents the ſaid Orders and Warrants; but 
our worthy Patriots, impatient of Delay, on Saturday the 
28th of April, reſum'd the Conſideration of this Affair, and 
proceeded to judge and cenſure, before the only Evidence, 
which could ſet this Matter in a true Light, was before 
them, which they themſelves had call'd for, and which 
prov d a full Juſtification of the Perſon, whom they thought 
it neceſſary firſt to hang. and then to try, w” 

The next Article is the Debt of the Navy : This' too has 
been ſo fully explain'd, that it needs no further Juſtification : 

But this gave the Parliament Occaſion to declare, That 
T Exceeding the Parliamentary Proviſions was a new and 
illegal Practice, and a dangerous Invaſion of the Rights of par- 
lament. It is almoſt incredible, that immediately after this, 
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(14 ) 
the Exceedings of the Two next Years ſhon'd be greater, 
and leſs juſtifiable, than in any of the former Years. | 
The Expence of the Navy for the Year 1711, exceeded 
the Supply granted for that Service, above 500000 [; as 
appears by the Eſtimate of the Debt of the Navy, at Michael 
mas 1711, given into Parliament. | 
The Debt of the Navy at Chriftmas laſt, as given into 
Parliament, with the Deficiency of laſt Years Funds, was a- 
have 700000 /. In both theſe Years, the Parliament made 
the ſame Proviſion for the Navy, as in any Year of the War; 
and the World muſt needs be ſenſible, what great Services 
have been done at Sea, theſe laſt Two Years; but both thoſe 
Accounts of Exceedings have been laid before this Parliament, 
and no Notice taken of them. e 
By an Account from the Exchequer of the Sum: voted and 
24it'd, and Sums receiv'd and iſſued for the Year 1712, it ap- 
are, that the laſt Year's Expence exceeded the Supplies, 
above Half a Million; a pretty reaſonable Exceeding for 
ſuch a pacifick Year ; andaltho' all theſe Accounts lay upon 
the Table to be peruſed by the Members, not one word of 
Notice is taken of them. LEST ETA 0 
The whole Expedition to Quebec and Canada was an 
Exceeding, for which no Supply was ever yet demanded, 
or granted in Parliament; and tho' ſo much has been ſaid 
of * ſupplying Proviſions to Land Forces on Board, the ſame 
was done in this Caſe, and likewiſe for the Regiments that 
were ſent to Spain at the latter End of the Year 1210; for 
which no Deduttion has been yet made, out of the Pay of the 
Forces, nor any thing reaſſigned to the Victualling; and what 
is molt ſtrange, theſe Services were under Conſideration, 
and going on, at the very time that the Parliament was 
cenſuring the late Miniſtry, for the very ſame Meaſures. 
Another Method of making this Parliament, and their 
great Directors popular, and at the ſame Time, leaving a 
heavy Imputation upon the late Miniſtry ; was F calling for 
an Account of all the publick Debts, which were tated, to be 
more thin Mae Millions, ind diſcharging them without any fur- 
ther Charge to the People; that the Debt at Mic haclmas, 17 10. 
was under Seven Millions, is too notorious, to bz diſputed; 


— —— 


* Ditto Repreſentation, 
Dec. 7th, 1710, 3 
that 


(15) 
that it was ſwell'd to above Nine Millions, by near. Three 
Millions being granted, in Aid of the Supplies of that Year, 
and computed into the groſs Sum, from the nature of the 
Project, is as well known: But be the Debt what they 
pleaſe ; to ſay it is paid off, and without any Charge to the 
1 is beyond my Apprehenſion. 5 

The Debt was due in the ſeveral Offices, and ſecur'd to 
the Creditors, by National Credit, on proper Debentures, 
Bills, and Certificates, that carry d an Intereſt of 6 l. per. 
Cent, How is this Debt now diſcharg'd? By being 
transfer'd to the General Mortgage, which is now 


made à Security for paying the tame Intereſt as before. 


If a Man owes a Thouſand Pounds upon his Bond, or any 
other perſonal Security, and afierwards mortgages 
his Eſtate for better ſecuring the Principal, and Intereſt; 
will any Man fay, that by this Means he has paid off or 
diſcharg'd his Debt? Or is he not in truth as much in 
Debt as before? But if this Project comes to be throughly 
underſtood, it will {till appear in a very different Light, 
from what the Authors of it labour to repreſent it; The 
Funds of the General Mortgage were before engag'd to the 
Year 1716, and therefore could not, till that time, be 
apply'd towards paying the Intereit of the South Sea 
Stock; The annual Intereſt thereof, is above 570000 /. 
which muſt till then be paid out of the Supplies granted 
for the Service of each Current Year, as it has hitherto 
been done, and by the Votes of this Seſſions we ſee 5400001. 
granted expreſly for this Service, which is more than 12 d. 
in the Pound of the Land Tax, or the whole neat Produce 
of the Malt Tax, applyed to pay the Intereſt of a Debt 
which is {aid to be paid off, without laying any Burthen 
upon the People; belides, if the People were not to he 
yearly Tax'd for this Intereſt ; who that has any Regard 
for Poſterity, will ſay, that granting ſuch a conſiderabile 
Fund in Perpetuity, which wou'd otherwiſe, in. Three 
Years, have been at Liberty, for any future Neceſſitiies 
— the We is not laying a heavy Burthen upon t he 
cople ! | | | 

lhus we fee how the Publick Debts have been paid [Dy 
this Parliament. In the ſame manner, do they talk of 
Keftoring Credit; we all know at what Time, and to what 
a Degree, the Stocks ſunk at once, that nothing finc e, 
nut even Peace it ſelf, has been able to raiſe them J the ir 
| 8 | | Or mex 


former Value; and 1 am at a Loſs to gueſs, what they 
mean, who talk of reftoring Credit; unleſs it was by ma- 
king all Exchequer Bills, Specie Bills; There was indeed 
a very great Diſcount upon 3 Specie Bills, occaſion'd 
by the Change of the Miniſtry, the Parliament granted 
45000l, per Ann. for circulating Exchequer Bills and ma- 
king all Bills Secie Bills; and by that Means indeed they 
did reduce the great Diſcount they had brought upon them, 
and for 45000. J. per Ann. did reſtore Credit in the ſingle 
Inſtance of Exchequer Bills. x 

And now I am upon Money Matters, I beg leave to 
mention one thing, which perhaps has not been conſi- 
der'd by many > what the ſeveral Prorogations of this 
Seſſion from Time to Time, to the 13th of April las, 
did actually coſt the Nation; the uſual Time for the 
meeting of the Parliament, and even the lateſt, accor- 
ding to the moſt modern Cuſtom, hath been before Chrift- 
maſs ; | preſume, it will not be deny'd me, but before 
that Time, this laſt Year, after the repeated Ceſſation 
of Arms both by Land and Sea, and after the Duke of Or- 
mond's Orders to withdraw from the Army, and leave 
the Allies to the Mercy of France, all things were ſo 
throughly agreed betwixt England and France, that the 
Peace was in Effect concluded betwixt us, or at. leaſt 
that we were entirely fatisfy'd, that there cou'd be no 
further Danger of any War betwixt the Two Nations. 
The Obſtructions, and Delays to ſigning the Peace, arifing 
only from the Obſtinacy of ſome of the Allies, and a reſt- 
leſs Faction at home; if this be true, and the Parliament 
had been ſuffer'd to meet, the Expence might from that 
Time have been redac'd, and the ſame Force that has 
been judg'd neceſſary for our Security, both by Sea and 
Land, for the laſt 6 Months of this Tear, had been equally 
ſufficient for the Firft 5 Months, and no Body will pretend 
to ſhew me one Reaſon to the contrary : If ſo, by compa- 
ring the Proviſion, that the Parliament has made for the 
Firft s Months of this Tear, with the Proviſion that is made 
for the Laft s Months, we ſhall ſoon ſee what might have 
been favd to the Nation, if the Parliament had been per- 
mitted to ſit at the Uſual Time, 


(a) The 


| (a The Expence of 30000 Men . 


Sea Service, for 6 Months, at the uſual ( 
Alſowance of above 2000000 J. per Ann. 
for 40600 Men, will amount to about 
(6). There was granted for 0 


the Charge of the Land Forces in Her 636888 14 10 
| Majeſty's Service, for the firſt s Months, 


* * 
* — 


Total Charge of the iſt Half Year ——1386888 14 16 
(0 The Expence of 16000 Men for | 
Sea $6 250000 


rvice for 5 Months, at the ſame o os 
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Allowance, will amount to about 
(a) There was granted for Land 

N 4 for the laſt 6 Months of this S270 16 10 
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"Total Expence of the 24 Half-Year, 520073 10 10 
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The Difference is, — ——— 866815 04 00 


This proves to 1 Demonſtration what the late Proroga- 
tions did coſt the Nation, a Sum almoſt equal to the neat Pro- 
duce of this Year's Land Tax. Such frequent Prorogations, 


and ſach unneceſſary Charges upon the People, might have 


created ſome Uneaſineſs in a leſs loyal Houſe of Commons; 


bat this dutiful Parliament was very well ſatisfy d, and rea- 
dily made good all the extraordinary Expences that had 


been made without any Authority or Conſent of Par- 
lament. as? ox FR Is 


Before I leave this Topick, let me make one general Oh- 


ſervation, That this Houſe of Commons, who thought the 
Burthen of the Taxes intolerable, and chat the epi 

Circumſtances of the Nation made.almoſt any Peace de- 
ſirable; rais'd and levy'd more Money upon the Subject in 


Two Years, in Which nothing at all has been done, than 
was rais d in any two of the moſt glorious and ſucceſsful. 


Years of the War; ſuch Sums as, if they had been applied 


* 9 ow. „% 1 ago on LE IS 


(a) Voted Apr. 2 fſt, 1713. (b) Voted May gth, 1713. 
(e) Vored Apr. 21ſt, 1713. 5 (4) Voted May gih, 1713: 
— to 


> 750000 ©6o d 
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to a vigorous Proſecution of the War, without ſuch melan⸗ 
choly and reproachful Interruptions as, we have ſeen, had 
procur'd us indeed a ſafe. laſting, and honourable Peace, > 5 

But the Gentlemen, I am afraid, would take it Il, if f 
| ſhould paſs over in Silence the Perſons they thou ht worth 
their Notice, and upon whom they beſtow'd ſuch particular 
Marks of their Favour. , . „ 

The Duke of Marlborcugh had beaten France too often, 
ever to be forgiven ; it was neceflary he gpl be diſgrac'd, 
or the Scheme could not go on; he was too conſiderable to 


be dropp'd quietly ;, but becauſe his publick Services to his 
Country could not be call'd in queſtion, the known nd b 
ſua) Perquiſites of the General are voted Publick Minty, aid 
to be accounted for. ß OE. 
And that it might be thought, that this Proſecution of the 
Duke of Marlborough did not proceed entirely from Party Ma- 
| lice, they vote, that the Two and a half per Cent. which had been 
d-dv&ed from the Pay of the Foreigners, * G be-contintd 
or the Tear 1712. and apply d for the Service of t «War. This 
had an Appearance of iaving ſome Money Jo the Publick, 
but what was really ſav'd we ſhall ſoon fee 7 A new General 
is appointed, very different from the laſt ; a General, as 
the Examiner ſays, that · lnem how to ohey, as well as to gom- 
mand; I believe he did; but by the Clamour that has cen 
made in the World of the vaſt Incomes and Salaries d the 
Duke of Mp Iherengh, during the Time he ſerv'd, no bo * 
wou'd have imagin'd, that the, new General. muſt ave had 
greater Appointments and Allgwances from the Publick, 
than the Duke of Marlborough ever had, But 30 l. igim-. 
mecdiately paid him for his Equipage, Which the other hexer 
had ; — Allowance of cool. per menſem for his Table, 
which the Duke of Marlborough never ask'd or thought of, 
is dif ec ed by Wal rant out of the Moneys granted for the 
Service of the War. I believe when this is computed, and 
added 'o the 5000 J. all that was deducted laſt Year for tbe 
7 wo and a half per Cent, from the e will fall hort 
ot making it god to the Poblick. The difference then is, 
the Foreigners by Treaty 8 ve it to the Duke of Marſbo- 
rough tor Contingencies 311c Secret Service the Parliament 
cenlure his accepting it; and what then? Grant it them- 
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elves, or which is the fame thing, the Miniſtry do it for 
hem, to the New General, and this for Equipage and Table 
oney, for as for Secret Service, we all know there was an 
nd of that; and yet the 10000 /. granted for that Service 
faſt Year was likewiſe iſſu'd to our peaceful General. And 
if 4h Account was to be made up of all the Salaries and [n- 
comes, which this General received laſt Year from the Pub- 
lick, they wou'd is far exceed the Allowances of the Duke 
of Harlborough, as the Actions of one outdo the other. I 
will not take upon me to make up the Account, but if any 
body will give himſelf the trouble to compure what is the 
Income of a Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, of Colonel of the 
firſt Regiment of Foot Guards, of a Regiment of Horſe, of Ge- 
neral and Commatider in chief at 20 l. per Day, and add 
theſe to the Sams abovemention'd, I believe a good Manager 
might firm them at 40000 /. per Annum, and be well paid 
for his Trouble. | | 
The Lord Townſhend had made a Treaty for Securing a 
gbod Barrier to the States, and the Proteftant Succeſſion in the 
3805 of Hanover, to theſe Kingdoms. Theſe were great 
Obſtacles, and ſuch as the King of Fance muſt needs inſiſt 
ſhould be remov'd : What then could be leſs expected from 
ſuch good Friends as we are now become to Fance, than to 
declare the Man an Enemy to the Queen and Kingdom, who 
had done ſuch difagreeable things to our beſt Ally, 
Mr. Walpole had been often very troubleſome in the Houſe, 
talk'd of Publick Accounts, which he pretended to under- 


ſtand, and would upon all occaſions be defending the Late 


Miniſtry, where he thought them clear and innocent: He 
muſt therefore be ſent to the Tower, and expell'd the Howe, 
to 18 his giving this Parliament any further Trouble; 
. and for a Charge againſt him, or any body elle, the Com- 
miſſioners of Accounts, who have by this time ſufficiently 
convinc'd the World, that they are of no uſe, but to ſully 
the CharaRers of thoſe that are out of Power, and to skreen 
the Iniquities of thoſe that are in, were ready, as ſoon as the 
Word was given, to cook up a Complaint ſufficient for the 
preſent Purpoſe, tho' fallity'd by politive Evidence upon 
Oath. But in all theſe Cenſures it has fo happen'd, that 
the Perſons concern'd may reckon them as ſo many Honours 

- gone them... | 5 
| mult not forget the laſt Piece of Civility that this courtly 
Houle of Commons paid to the Crown, I mzan ths railing 
75 8 520909 
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500060 l. to pay the Debts of the Civil Liſt. I will not 

enter into an account how this Debt came to be contracted, 

tis notorious, and every Office of the Houſhold can teſtify 

this Truth, that their Arrears are at leaſt double of what 

they were at the Change of the Miniſtry. Tis very well 
known, that there was iſſued in the firſt eight Years of Her 

Majeſty's Reign, out of the Civil Lift Funds, to the Uſe of 

the War, and other publick Occafions, above 500000 l; 

which very eaſily accounts for the Debt incur'd in that time, 

I make no doubt but there have been large and very extra- 

ordinary Iſſues made ſince, I do not ſuppoſe for the Service 

of the War, perhaps for obtaining and juſtifying this won- 
derful Peace; tho' methinks *tis hard that France ſhould not 
pay that Reckoning; which altho' I can give no account of, 

{ make no doubt but they that were fo ready to pay the 
Debt, had their Reaſons for ſo doing, and cin in a great 
meaſure account for the contracting of it, whether they 
were induc'd to pay this Debt, for the ſhare they have had 
olf it, or what they are to have, towards enabling them to 
carry their next Elections, is not material; but 'tis cer- 
tainly a moſt dangerous Precedent, to be mortgaging the | 
Funds that are ſettled for the Support of the Givi Liſts, \ 
which by degrees may all be ſo far engag'd, and granted a- 
way, that a Land Tax or a Malt Tax muſt be made at laſt 
an Hereditary Revenue for Support of the Honour and 
Dignity of the Crown. 

| muſt not omit the ſingular Behaviour of this Parlia- 
ment in relation to the Treaty of Commerce. ] do not in- 
tend to enter into a Diſquiſition of the Treaty, and ſhew 
how deſtructive it was to the Trade of Great Britain, in 

all its Parts; that was ſo well underſtood by all ſenſible 
Men about this Town, and I hope will be fo thoroughly 
underſtood by all the Trading Parts of the Kingdom, that 
they will either ele& none, that gave the leaſt countenance 
to ſuch a pernicious Bill, or give them ſuch Inſtructions to 
oppoſe any future Attempt of that kind, that there ſhall be 
no danger of the Treaty's being render'd effectual. But 
What's remarkable, is the Conduct of the Houſe of Com- 
mons vpon this occaſion ; they were zealous for the Treaty 
of Commerce in every Step, and wou'd brar no Oppoſition 
till they came to the Queſtion of Engrefling the Bill; by 
that time Petitions from all Parts of the Country began to 
alarm them, and whether out of a regard to the Good of their 
1 oe: . . Country, 
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Country, or an Apprehenſion of loſing their next Elections, 
I will not determine; but a. ſudden Turn was taken, a 
the Bill reje&ed, and here was an end at once of all the 
wonderful Advantages that Great Britain was to reap from 
this celebrated Peace. But rejecting the Bill was not fo tri- | 
vial a matter, it gave too great Offence, and ſomething | 
muſt be done to give Satisfaction for this firſt Inſtanee of | 
Diſſoyalty. VVV | 
The ſame Gentlemen therefore, who had been inſtrumen- | 
tal in rejecting the Bill, muſt now make a healing Addreſ: 
and attone by the Loſs of their Reputations, for the goo 1 
Service they had dar'd to do their Country: Having at the 
Opening of the Seſſion congratulated the Queen upon the 
Concluſion of a Peace which they then knew nothing of; 
* they expreſs now their Thankfulneſs for the Terms and Condi- 
tions of it, which they had juſt rejected, as dangerous and 
pernicious to the Kingdom: But they ſay, f So good a Foun- 
dation of Trade was laid, 2s might be farther improv'd to the 
Advantage of the Kingdom, which they deſire may be perfected, 
and . ſo explain'd, as fully to anſwer Her Majefty's good Inten- | 
tions for the good and Wel are of her People. What a Moc- 4 
\ kery is here, and plain Contradiction to all common Senſe ? 4 
But how it was underſtood at Court, is plain by the Queen's 1 
Anſwer ||: She thanks them for fully expreſſing their Ap- (| 
robation of the Treaties of Peace and Commerce, and 33 { 
them not to improve, perfect, or explain; but to ſecure to 
them the Benefits and Advantages, which with great Difficulty 
had been obtain d for her Subjects; and for this moſt Graci- 
ous Anſwer, the Hee of Commons returns their moſt 
humble Thanks; thereby confeſling, they did fully approve 
the Treaty of Commerce,which they had juſt rejected, and that 
all they deſired, was to have thoſe fame Advantages in Trade 
#3 ſecur'd to them, which for want of underſtanding, they 
had fo lately miſtaken for great Miſchiefs, and unavoidable | 
DeſtruRion to all the Manufactures of Great Britain. But 
by theſe Steps, and what was faid at the Concluſion of this 
Seſſion, there is one thing the People of England may be 
very ſure of, That this ſame Treaty of Commerce, neither 
Explain'd, Improv'd nor Perfected, and no other, will be 
laid before the next Parliament; and no Endeavours want- 
ing to carry it thrs', and render it effectual. 


1 Addreſs, June 23. 1713. F Ditto, 
Queen's Anlwer to the laſt Addrels. 
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lighten the World concerning it, 


TEM) -v» 


Soch Recantations, as this ſeems to be, are a little new, 


im Parliament; and I was at a lols to find any thing, like it 
till chis Parliament farniſh'd me with a Precedent: fa the 


Committee of Ways and Means, à Duty upon Leather was 
mord and preſe d by the Court, but rejected as grievous 
to the People. This was reſented in a very high manner; 
but a little Diſcipline ſoon made amends, and the fame 
Gentlemen who voted, againſt a Duty upon Leather, ask'd 
Pardon, and oblig'd the Court with their Votes for a Duty 
upon Hides, and Skins tann d, taw'd or dreſsd. _ 
Some ſhorr Account of the Secret Hiſtory of this Treaty 
of Commerce may not be improper, and may ſerve to en- 
When it was firſt pab- 
lim'd, and ObjeRions againſt it aroſe, it was entertain'd by 
our great Men, as a thing very indifferent to them, and for 
which they were no ways concern'd; but deſired the Bill 
might rake its Fate, as-it ſhould be judg'd advantageous or 
prejudicial to the Nation; when the / and ↄth Articles 
ame to be better conſider'd, and it was manifeſt to every 
body, that the plain Senſe and Meaning of them cou'd no 
ways be nnderſtood, but to the prejudice of Great Britain; 
theſe were call'd factious Conſtructions, and ſuch as Fance 
never means or defign'd ; and upon application of the Zaft 
Maia Company, it was promis'd them, that an Explanation 


ſhould be procur d from France, in a Week's time, entirelx 
to their Satisfaction; but this Explanation was never ſince 
heard of, There were ſeveral Inſtructions given to the 


Committee for Clauſes to enact the French King's Meaning; 
but the Uneaſineſs ſtill increaſing, and a general Diſcontent 
ariſing, the next Expedient was to drop the Bill ; and this 


Was promis'd in a Letter wrote to the Speaker for that pur- 


poſe. But France ſtil] perſiſting, no Explanation can be had, 
either to eaſe the preſent Difficulty, or any Hopes given of 


ſuch Alterations againſt another Parliament, as og np quiet 


the Minds of the People. What then was to be done? 
They who ſeem'd fo indifferent at the Beginning, can no 
longer diſguiſe themſelves; new Orders are given on a ſud- 
den, and the Biff muſt bz carry'd through with a SPIRIT, 
for France wou'd have it ſo; and ſo little did they doubt of 


Succels, that the French Ambaſſador had an Expreſs ready 

pooted to fend the good N-ws of patliag the Bill to France; 

2 a Boneftre pil'd bel 

1 Lady loaded to eccho the glad Tidings from t otherſide of 
1 | 


re Somerſet Houſe-gate, and Jones's Guns 


the 


the Water. And with good Reaſon was all this preparation 
made : for the Bill was rejected but by Nine Votes; fo 
_ narrowly did the Trade of Great Britain and all its Mann- 


factures eſcape the moſt fatal Blow that ever was attempted 
to be given them. des SE} « 
But tis not to be wonder'd at, that ſuch Attempts ay 
theſe have been made, and that the good Nature of C = 
Houſe of Commons is ſo much — upon; There was 
nothing that the People of England have been better pleas 
with, than the delivering up Dunkirk, and the Hopes of 
its Demolition; This ſeems to be expreſly provided for 
in the Treaty of Peace; and that it ſh: uld be done, with- 
in five Months, after the Conditions of Peace are conclu - 
ded anc fign'd : but there follows an Exception, that the 
Demolition ſhall not be begun, till the Eguivalent for it 
is put into the Hands of the King of France; This natu- 
rally led the Houſe of Commons to enquire by an Addreſs, 
* what the Equivalent was to be for the demoliſhing Dunkirk, 
or in Caſe it was not demoliſy'd, what was ftipulated concerning 
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four Months, in order to the Demolition ; and at the ſame 
Time the Houſe of Commons is not only ſatisfyd with 
ſuch an Anſwer, but what is more ſtrange, have made 4 
Provifion for the Garriſon of Dunkirk till Chriſtmas next, 
and granted a Supply of near 40000 J. for NP: 
After yhis what can we ſuppoſe too groſs to. P? | 

Houſe of Common; -—@I7 
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I will conclude with one genera! Remark; That this 
Honſe of Commons mult be confeſs d to be a Set of very 
Dutiful and Loyal Gentlemen; who out of Principle 
will go as far in complying with all the Demands of 'a 
Miniſtry, as any that ever went before them, or can, e- 
ver ſucceed them: But 1 would not have it thought, that 


all this was pure Loyalty; a little Regard to themſelves, and 


a ſmall Spice of Intereſt, muſt be allow'd to have had ſome 
ſhire in influencing, and procuring all this Dutiful and 
ſubmiſſive Behaviour; and I wonder indeed that thoſe 
who employ'd them, and had the Benefit of theip profeſs'd 
Zeal for the Prerogative, did not conſult their Honours a 
little more; than ſo openly and barefac'd, at the End 
of each Seſſions, to be rewarding them for their good and, 
faithful Service. It was never known before, that Days 
were ſet apart for rewarding Members of Parliament with 
Places and Employments; he that will look upon the. 


Votes of the Laſt Day ofthe Firſt Seſſion, will find almoſt - - 


nothing done but new Writs order'd in the Room of Parlia- 
ment Men, who had receiv their Wages for their paſt 
Years Service ; and to ſhck à Pitch were they come at laſt, 
that at the End of the Second Seſſion, when the Queens 


Speech was made, #nd the Seſſion clos d to all other Initents. 
ard Purpoles, Both Hooſes are ordered to adjourn them 
ſelves for Eighteen Days, as if ſomething extraordinary was 


ſtill behind, that might require the Sitting of the Parlia- 
ment; but when the Day comes, nothing is done, but a ſe- 
cond Liſt of Loyal Members preferr'd, is produc'd; and the 


Vacancies of Patriots turn'd Courtiers, are by new Writs 
order d to be fill'd up; that theſe duriful Members might 


be ready at the Beginning of the next Scftion, to ſerve 
thoſe that had ſo well rewarded them for their paſt Services. 

This is a very ſhort Hiſtory of this memorable Parlia- 
ment; you fee the Picture in Miviatare, if it were 10 
be drawn at whole Length, and fo the Life, it would ſur- 
priſe you more; but by this Sample the Freeholders of 
England may judge, by what Means this Parliament has 


„ _ deſery'd to have their Memory tranſmitted to Polterity 5 


and will ſurely conſider well of their paſt Behaviour, before 


ON they choole thoſe again, who for the Characters of Lt 
and Dutiful have facrific'd their Country to the Power | | 
ol France, which can end in nothing but bringing in the 2 


Pender, Pogery, and 272 
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